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Ex-F.B.L Agént Is Sentenced

To Life Terms for Espionage

By JUDITH CUMMINGS
+  Special to The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, July 14 — Declaring
that espionage must not be taken-light-
ly, a Federal judge today sentenced
Richard W. Miller, the first F.B.I.
agent ever charged with the crime, to
two concurrent life sentences for
spying for the Soviet Union. -

The judge, David Z. Kenyon, also
sentenced the 49-year-old former agent
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
to an additional 30 years to run concur-
rently with his life terms.

Judge Kenyon prefaced his sentenc-
ing by saying he hoped to foster “‘a
recognition on the part of all citizens of
the United States’’ of the seriousness of
the crime in view of “more and more
betrayais of trust”’ that are occurring.

Appeal Is Planned

‘‘A person who deliberately, for their
own personal gain, betrays their coun-
try shouid not walk the streets a free
man,” said Judge Kenyon, who-called
the former agent *‘a tormented man.”

The judge’s sentence granted in full
the request of the Government and re-
jected pleas for leniency by the defense
lawyers, who said
the conviction. ..

Mr. Miller addressed the courtroom
in a rambling speech on the difficulties
of dispensing justice before he settled
into a chair and heard his sentence
nounced. :

“There-are many who seek to admin-
ister criminal justice but few are
able,”’ Mr. Miller said, “because their

hearts are set so much upon the things
of this world.”

He said that if “ambitious’” men *‘ex-
ercise their pride upon the souls of men
unjustly, then justice is not served.”

Denial of Guilt

“I know why I have besn convicted of
these crimes,” Mr. Miller said. “I did
not commit them.””

Mr. Miller's lawyers, Joel Levine

and Stanley Greenberg, have said they -

will seek to have the conviction over-
turned on the basis of rulings in favor of
the prosecution made by Judge Kenyon
in the trial.

Judge K , in comments from
the bench, de his handling of the
.| case as evenhanded, and added that he

hadgnoutothlsnytolmm
the defense lawyers, who were chosen
by Mr. Miller but were com ted by
the court, were to insure

er’s triais.
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Miller soid out his country,” the prose.
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. Miller’s accused co-com.. ARd methods of the bureau. Mr. Miller

was convicted of passing a ified
document as well as the more €ommon
charge of conspiracy to commit espio-

nage,

'Phe prosecutors asked Judge Kenyon
to impose two concurrent life sentences
on Mr. Miller, one for conspiracy and..
one for passing a secret document. The"
Government also asked the judge to
sentence Mr. Miller to 50 years on four-
otner wpionagle-related charges.

Mr. Miiler 's'lawyers called a life sen--
tence ‘‘totally unjusiified.” Under the
life terms, Mr. Miller wiil be eligible
for parole consideration after 10 years.

Mr. Miller was tried twice on the
char%a. His first trial ended v = aung
jury last November, with jurois heav-
ily deadlocked for conviction. The sec-
ond trial ended with a successful con.-
viction iast month after only 21 hours of ‘-
deliberation by the jury, which re. ,

Mr. Miller's defense that he had-'

K OB the Sovicy 15 o uflitrate the.
.B., telligence agency, °
in an a to become an F.B.I. hero~

with the help of the Mrs. Ogorodnikov. =




